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their private capacity as landowners the weight of

the Department's hand, and in the House
Landowner of Lords the majority of members were
M.P.s hostile so hostile that the Bill had to be amended

to permit a right of appeal against the
Department in cases where it ordered further grass-
land to be broken up, or sought to take over land
which it held to be mismanaged or under-cultivated.
This clipped the wings of the Food Production
Department, and made it impossible to hope for
the carrying out in full of its proposals for the
1919 harvest.

The strike of the "Junkers'5 was a serious em-
barrassment to a Coalition Government, a large and

influential section of whose political sup-
The strike of porters were drawn from that class.
the" Junkers "But it was not unexpected. The orders

issued for the ploughing of land hitherto
kept green and uncultivated for ornamental purposes
were received with increasing resentment by some
men all-powerful in their domains, who were not
accustomed to be ordered about by County Com-
mittees as to the use they should make of their park
lands and preserves. The grumbling became a
growl and at last a snarl with bared teeth. One

great landowner who possessed consider-
A defiant able political influence came to me,
landowner angrily flourishing a notice which had

been served upon him threatening pro-
ceedings against him if he did not comply with an
order to break up some of his decorative land. He
had ignored the order as an impertinence. Hence
the threat. When I saw him he was scarlet with
fury. He was a man whose patriotism was beyond
question. But this proceeding wounded his pride.